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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Montreal, Wednesday, April 8, 2026 – The Montreal Holocaust Museum is inviting the public to attend 
its commemoration of Yom Hashoah Vehagvurah, Holocaust and Heroism Remembrance Day on April 
13 at 7 pm. This is a crucial moment for Montrealers to honour the six million Jewish victims of the 
Holocaust and remember the survivors who carry their stories forward. This year’s theme, The Courage 
to be Hopeful, highlights the enduring resilience of the human spirit in the face of unimaginable 
adversity. 
 
Through survivor voices and commemorative readings, the ceremony will emphasize the importance of 
preserving memory while inspiring future generations to stand against hatred and antisemitism.  
At a time when antisemitic incidents are on the rise, the resilience of Holocaust survivors serves as an 
important beacon of hope for Jewish communities across Canada.  
 
The commemoration event will feature a special address from Holocaust survivor Judith Nemes Black. 
Judith was born in 1941 in Budapest, Hungary, and survived the Holocaust in hiding with her mother 
under false Christian identities after enduring the ghetto and the dangers of Nazi occupation. After the 
war, her family rebuilt their lives, emigrating to Israel and later to Montreal, where she became an 
educator and psychologist and remained committed to Holocaust education. 
 
Participants will hear songs from cantor Daniel Benlolo and the Montreal Shira Choir. A candle-lighting 
ceremony will also take place with Holocaust survivors Aviva Ptack, Stéphane Schwartz, Shaia 
Leibinger, Ted Lebovics, Esther Topaz, and Mike Andradi alongside their families.  
 
“At a time when hatred and antisemitism are once again on the rise, the lessons of the Holocaust feel 

more urgent than ever,” said Daniel Amar, Executive Director of the Montreal Holocaust Museum. “Yom 

Hashoah calls on all of us not only to remember those who were murdered, but to draw strength from 

the courage of survivors and to choose hope by standing up for dignity, compassion, and justice in our 

communities.” 

About the Montreal Holocaust Museum: The Montreal Holocaust Museum educates people of all ages 

and backgrounds about the Holocaust, while sensitising the public to the universal perils of 

antisemitism, racism, hate and indifference. Through its Museum, its commemorative programs and 

educational initiatives, the Montreal Holocaust Museum promotes respect for diversity and the sanctity 

of human life. Its expanded and relocated Museum will open its doors in 2026 on Saint-Laurent 

Boulevard in downtown Montreal.  
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