Montreal NICOLAS BAIER ANNOUNCED AS WINNER OF
121y Holocaust PUBLIC ART COMPETITION FOR NEW
~==— Museum MONTREAL HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Montreal, QC, March 24, 2026 - The Montreal Holocaust Museum is pleased to announce that
Montreal-based artist Nicolas Baier has been selected as the winner of its public art
competition for its new museum opening in 2027.

Baier’s artwork, Candelabra, will be installed on the Museum’s rooftop terraces. The sculpture
is a luminous, constellation-like network of polished stainless-steel lines and points of light set
against the Montreal sky. The artwork is reminiscent of countless survivor stories about
imprisonment in ghettos and concentration camps where the only form of escape was looking
to the night sky. Inspired by the human impulse to connect stars into meaningful patterns, the
work reflects bonds built between individuals, communities, and generations.

DOWNLOAD HI-RES PHOTOS OF CANDELABRA HERE

Rather than reproducing traditional constellations, Baier has created a new network based on
astronomical data from the sky above Montreal. From a specific vantage point on the terrace,
the dispersed lines create the shape of a sphere, evoking our shared planet and humanity.

In @ Museum dedicated to Holocaust remembrance, Candelabra speaks to the fragility and
resilience of human connection. The Holocaust was marked by the systematic destruction of
Jewish life, the devastation of whole communities, and the severing of social bonds. At a time
when antisemitism and other forms of hate are on the rise, the sculpture serves as a reminder


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/cev6gv14x1rnhw7g3g7r5/ALSVgMajiZBxbwO77jMhV4s?rlkey=txtudeigu7dsxnkntdp2yw5zz&st=fyu3m60q&dl=0

that societies are shaped by the networks we build and protect, and that even in darkness, light
endures.

The competition was held in accordance with Quebec’s Politique d’intégration des arts a
I'architecture et a I'environnement des bédtiments et des sites gouvernementaux et publics, which
mandates that approximately one percent of the construction budget of public buildings be
dedicated to the commissioning of a work of art.

The selection committee was composed of: Marie-Blanche Fourcade (Head of Collections and
Exhibitions at the Montreal Holocaust Museum); Adrian Sheppard (user representative); Renée
Daoust (architect); Suzelle Levasseur (visual arts specialist); Stéphanie L'Heureux (ministry
representative); Martha Townsend (visual arts specialist); and Helen Malkin (observer, chair, and
consultant for the new Montreal Holocaust Museum).

“Nicolas Baier’s proposal moved us because it expresses the importance of human connection,”
said Rachel Gropper, Holocaust survivor and Co-President of the Museum. “In a place devoted
to memory and education, this work reminds us that each individual life matters, and that
together we have the responsibility to uphold compassion and hope.”

About the Montreal Holocaust Museum

The Montreal Holocaust Museum educates visitors about the Holocaust while raising awareness
of the dangers of antisemitism, racism, hatred, and indifference. Through exhibitions, survivor
testimony, and educational programs, the Museum fosters remembrance and respect for
human rights. Its new custom-built Museum will open in 2027 on Blvd. St-Laurent and is
currently supported by its Give Voice fundraising campaign.
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