A/ MONTREALERS INVITED TO COMMEMORATE
TH
Musée Holocauste Montréal 80™ ANNIVERSARY OF LIBERATION ALONGSIDE
Montreal Holocaust Museum LOCAL SURVIVORS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Montreal, Thursday, April 17, 2025 — The Montreal Holocaust Museum is inviting the public to attend
its commemoration of Yom Hashoah Vehagvurah, Holocaust and Heroism Remembrance Day on April 23
at 7 pm. This year’s commemoration marks the 80" anniversary of liberation and the end of the
Holocaust.

Despite the significance of the year, Jewish communities around the world are experiencing a worrying
rise of antisemitism. In Canada alone, the past four years have seen a 172% rise of antisemitic incidents.
For this reason, this year’'s commemoration of Yom Hashoah Vehagvurah seeks to highlight the ongoing
fight against antisemitism through its theme “A Changing Face, A Timeless Fight.”

The commemoration will feature a keynote address from the Honourable Professor Irwin Cotler. Mr.
Cotler is the International Chair of the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, an Emeritus Professor
of Law at McGill University, former Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada and longtime
Member of Parliament, and an international human rights lawyer.

Participants will hear video testimonies of survivors describing their experiences of antisemitism, as well
as songs in Yiddish, Ladino, and Hebrew alongside traditional prayers. A candle-lighting ceremony will
also take place with Holocaust survivors Hryhorii Flidermoiz, Roman Lesniak, Gyorgyi Nemes, Joseph
Remer, Renée Sakhoun and Veronika Zwiebel Honigwachs alongside their families.

“In keeping with its promise, the Holocaust Museum will continue to preserve the memory of the Shoah
and ensure that this tragic page of human history is remembered,” stated Daniel Amar, Executive
Director of the Montreal Holocaust Museum. “Despite current assaults on facts and truth, despite
denial, disinformation, and attempts to rewrite history, the Museum will continue to be a vigilant
transmitter of memory. We will continue to work in memory of the six million and in honour of the
survivors who rebuilt their lives.”

As the world witnesses a rise of antisemitism and racism, as well as Holocaust distortion and denial, this
important annual commemoration allows Canadians to stand in solidarity with Jewish communities.

About the Montreal Holocaust Museum: The Montreal Holocaust Museum educates people of all ages
and backgrounds about the Holocaust, while sensitising the public to the universal perils of
antisemitism, racism, hate and indifference. Through its Museum, its commemorative programs and
educational initiatives, the Montreal Holocaust Museum promotes respect for diversity and the sanctity
of human life. Its expanded and relocated Museum will open its doors in 2026 on Saint-Laurent
Boulevard in downtown Montreal.

-30-

Press Contact: Audrey Licop, Assistant Deputy Director
(514) 892-2605 audrey.licop@museeholocauste.ca



mailto:audrey.licop@museeholocauste.ca
https://museeholocauste.ca/en/news-and-events/yom-hashoah/

