FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New Virtual Exhibit Honours
30 of Montreal’s Holocaust Survivors
Montreal, Thursday, September 17, 2020 - A new virtual photography exhibit from the
Montreal Holocaust Museum entitled Witnesses to History, Keepers of Memory highlights the
remarkable life stories of 30 Holocaust survivors. These Montreal-based witnesses to history
are part of a long legacy of survivors who have shared their testimonies with school groups and
visitors at the Museum for nearly 40 years.
Each survivors’ story is told through a triptych including their portrait, a photo in their home, and
an image of a precious personal object. Through featured audio clips, visitors can also hear
survivors describe the significance of their cherished item. The objects each survivor chose to
feature in the exhibit demonstrates the diversity of personal experiences during the Holocaust,
as well as a shared need to remember the tragedy of the Shoah and the loved ones whose
absence is still felt today.

“The heroism of these individuals lies not only in their survival during the Holocaust, but also in
their efforts to repair the world and educate the next generation about the dangers of racism and
antisemitism,” stated Daniel Amar, Executive Director of the Montreal Holocaust Museum.
“Survivors founded our Museum in 1979, and they remain at the heart of our institution today to
ensure that we remember, learn, and act.”
The exhibition was created to express profound gratitude to the 30 survivors for their outstanding
contributions to Canadian society and their ongoing commitment to education about the Holocaust
and human rights.

This tribute to survivors also coincides with the current social justice and human rights movement.
As Canadians reckon with the legacy of their history and confront systemic racism against Black
people, Indigenous Peoples, and people of colour, these Holocaust survivors encourage us all to
continue speaking out against hatred, racism, and discrimination. They inspire us to learn from
the past to build a better future.
About the Montreal Holocaust Museum: The Montreal Holocaust Museum educates people
of all ages and backgrounds about the Holocaust, while sensitising the public to the universal
perils of antisemitism, racism, hate and indifference. Through its Museum, its commemorative
programs and educational initiatives, the Montreal Holocaust Museum promotes respect for
diversity and the sanctity of human life.
About the photographer Stéphanie Cousineau: The incredible images featured in the exhibit
were captured by Montreal photographer Stéphanie Cousineau. Since 2010, she has documented
family life cycle events, from daily life to important milestones. Her photojournalistic approach
enabled her to portray the survivors in their own spaces with accuracy and authenticity.
Exhibit link: https://witnessestohistory.museeholocauste.ca/
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