Sylvain Amic, Director of the Réunion des Musées Métropolitains Rouen Normandie and Head Heritage
Conserva<on Oﬃcer; Nathalie Bondil, Director General and Chief Curator of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts;
and Xavier Rey, Director of the Musées de Marseille; explained the origin of the project:
“Due to stay-at-home orders around the world, museums have had to turn to online op6ons to keep their ac6vi6es
going. Museums in the three port ci6es of Rouen, Marseille and Montreal that are members of the FRAME (FRench
and American Museum Exchange) network partnered to create this site about the poignant fates of Jewish people
on each side of the Atlan6c to mark the 75th anniversary of the Second World War, upon the ini6a6ve of La
Fabrique des Savoirs and its newly public archival holdings about Elbeuf in Normandy.
“Thanks to great eﬀort on both sides of the Atlan6c, as well as generous support from FRAME, this exhibi6on was
set up in just a few weeks. Although it has come about during a painful 6me and also deals with one of the darkest
moments in human history, the project is about hope, resilience and reconstruc6on.”
Curatorial team
Sylvain Amic, Director of the Réunion des Musées Métropolitains Rouen Normandie and Head Heritage
Conserva<on Oﬃcer; Nathalie Bondil, Director General and Chief Curator of the MMFA; and Fabrice Denise,
Director of the Musée d'Histoire de Marseille.
With contribu<ons from Marie Sanchez, Director of La Fabrique des Savoirs in Elbeuf, Head Heritage Conserva<on
Oﬃcer; Laurence Garson, Head of the Mémorial des Déporta<ons, and Ann Blanchet, Curator, Musée d'Histoire de
Marseille; Iris Amizlev, Curator of Intercultural Arts, MMFA; as well as Marie-Blanche Fourcade, Head of
Collec<ons and Exhibi<ons, and Andréa Shaulis, Curator, Montreal Holocaust Museum.
This exhibiEon was made possible thanks to support from FRAME
During the museums’ lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic, FRAME (FRench American Museum Exchange)
established an Emergency Grant Ini<a<ve on April 13. Funds were promptly distributed to six ins<tu<ons to
develop a series of new cultural projects online to help them con<nue to engage the public and strengthen their
accessibility remotely to their local audiences as well as to a global audience. Through these projects, 17 museums,
which are more than half of the members of FRAME, beneﬁt from transatlan<c partnerships. The online exhibi<on
Ports of Exile, Home Harbours is one of the six exemplar projects which were implemented in less than an month
within the FRAME Emergency Ini<a<ve.
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About FRAME
FRench American Museum Exchange (FRAME) is a consor<um of 32 major museums in France and North America. FRAME
promotes transatlan<c cultural exchanges and encourages museum collabora<ons among its members to develop exhibi<ons,
educa<ons and public programs, and professional exchanges among museum staﬀ. FRAME provides an extensive network of
intellectual resources on both sides of the Atlan<c. framemuseums.org
About the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts
Drawing over 1 million visitors annually, the MMFA is one of the most visited museums in Canada and North America. Its highly
original temporary exhibi<ons combine various ar<s<c disciplines – ﬁne arts, music, ﬁlm, fashion and design – and are exported
to the four corners of the world. Its rich encyclopedic collec<on, displayed in its ﬁve pavilions, includes interna<onal art, arts of
One World, decora<ve arts and design, and Quebec and Canadian art. The Museum has seen excep<onal growth in recent years
with the addi<on of two new pavilions and one new wing: the Claire and Marc Bourgie Pavilion in 2011, the Michal and Renata
Hornstein Pavilion for Peace in 2016, and the Stephan Cré<er and Stéphany Maillery Wing for the Arts of One World in 2019.
The MMFA complex also includes Bourgie Hall, a 460-seat concert hall, as well as an auditorium and a movie theatre. The MMFA
is one of Canada’s leading publishers of art books in French and English, which are distributed interna<onally. The Museum also
houses the Michel de la Chenelière Interna<onal Atelier for Educa<on and Art Therapy, the largest educa<onal complex in a
North American art museum, enabling the MMFA to oﬀer innova<ve educa<onal, wellness and art therapy programmes.
mbam.qc.ca
About the Montreal Holocaust Museum
The Montreal Holocaust Museum educates people of all ages and backgrounds about the Holocaust, while sensi<sing the public
to the universal perils of an<semi<sm, racism, hate and indiﬀerence. Through its Museum, its commemora<ve programs and
educa<onal ini<a<ves, the Montreal Holocaust Museum promotes respect for diversity and the sanc<ty of human life.
museeholocauste.ca
About the Musée d'Histoire de Marseille
Located at the site of the ancient Greek port, the Musée d'Histoire de Marseille retraces 2,600 years of France’s oldest city that
was also a port on the Mediterranean Sea. The museum holds a signiﬁcant collec<on of archaeological, medieval and
contemporary works that represent the city and its ac<vi<es. Aﬃliated with the Musée d’Histoire de Marseille, the Mémorial
des Déporta<ons, inaugurated in December 2019, is a tribute to the history and memory of the men, women and children
arrested and then deported because they were born Jewish as well as those punished as poli<cians, resistance ﬁghters, hostages
or “suspects” during the Second World War. musees.marseille.fr
About the Réunion des Musées Métropolitains Rouen Normandie
Created on January 1, 2016, the Réunion des Musées Métropolitains (RMM) is the umbrella organiza<on for eight museums in
the Rouen-Normandy metropolitan area: the Musée des Beaux-Arts, Musée des An<quités, Musée de la Céramique, Musée Le
Secq des Tournelles, and Muséum d’Histoire naturelle in Rouen; La Fabrique des Savoirs in Elbeuf; the Musée Pierre Corneille in
Pe<t-Couronne; and the Musée de la Corderie Vallois in Notre-Dame-de-Bondeville. Covering all areas of knowledge and
curiosity, these rich collec<ons are now accessible to the public free of charge and have become a powerful instrument to s<r
our imagina<on and crea<vity, teach us how socie<es evolve, and help us return to the source of our modern world’s great
debates. musees-rouen-normandie.fr

